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Introduction  

Currently in Denmark, the term 'Virtual Campus' has fallen somewhat out of use and does not exist as an easily 
recognisable or identifiable term referring to any institution or particular practice. Several initiatives have been 
launched in the past including the Danish Virtual University and the term 'open' is used now far more to imply 
the use of technology to support a greater access to higher education. Furthermore several different 
government ministries have an interest in making university education more accessible and they each have 
different strategies and approaches, no centralised co-ordination amongst these programmes seems to exist. 
One significant player is the National IT and Telecom Agency which is run by The Ministry of Science 
Technology and Innovation. This agency has a national programme for e-learning for universities and research 
institutions. They provide seed money for specific courses and try to also encourage institutional management 
to become involved. 50% funding to support the development of open courseware is available from this agency 
not only to universities, but also to SMEs and other types of organisation. Approximately half of those applying 
are funded and demand for this seed funding is increasing.  

The Danish Virtual University and Continuing Education at Danish Universities - A Virtual Approach  

The Danish Virtual University (DVUNI) was conceived in 2000 as Denmark's response to the e-education boom 
in the late 1990s. The project, however, was never completed and was quietly wound up following a series of 
strategic failures. Following a re-think, the new Danish portal for professional development called 'Continuing 
Education at Danish Universities - A Virtual Approach' was launched in November 2003. The portal was 
established by the 12 Danish universities and encompasses all the institutions' professional development 
courses. The initiative is part of wider attempts to establish a closer co-operation between industry and 
universities, and the idea has been well received by Danish companies. The portal includes traditional campus-
based courses as well as online provision (with a mix of programmes in Danish and English). In July 2004 the 
portal had almost 1,600 courses and 130 programmes leading to a formal qualification.�
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